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Enclosure itself was not new. In cases where only a few landowners were involved, it
had been carried out by private agreement for a very long time. From 1760 onward,
agricultural production increased dramatically and enclosure became widely practised.
Most enclosures were now carried out by Act of Parliament. It was during this second
period of enclosure (between 1760 and 1815) that the major changes in agriculture and
social structure occurred.

Before enclosure the scale of farming was relatively small. It was oriented towards
local markets, and the relationships involved remained reasonably simple and tradi-
tional. Afterwards, farming was a more complex commercial operation oriented
towards specialized production for large urban markets. It was now part of what could
be called the estate system, in which overall business direction came from the landowner,
his banker and his estate manager. The tenant farmers were the middle management,
responsible for the actual processes of production.
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Changes in Village Employment
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Enclosure and the new farming methods created more work in agriculture. Notting-
hamshire was one of the counties in England most affected by both enclosure and
industrial growth. Between 1801 and 1851, the population of the enclosed villages of
Nottinghamshire continued to grow faster than that of other rural communities (see
graph to the right).

In England as a whole, the actual number of people employed in agriculture continued
to rise, but rural population was growing faster than jobs could be created in agriculture.
This surplus population was forced to migrate to the industrial towns for work.

Jobs in agriculture became more specialized, and the labourer now worked entirely
for pay. This created a new group of poor people in the village. Since these people had no
land for farming or gardening, and work was not always available, they often had to rely
on “poor relief.” This outcome of enclosure was common throughout Britain and was
one of the gravest consequences of the movement to modernize farming.

=== Pgayment in Food and Lodging
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83 Technological Change in Agriculture

From the late 1600’s onwards, changes in agriculture provided Britain with more food.
Improved crops, livestock breeds, techniques and machines greatly increased the productiv-
ity of each farmer. As a result, increases in food production were able to support the

growing population in the cities and towns.

Nutritious new crops such as turnips
and legumes made it possible to feed
more livestock year-round. The
larger amount of manure was

used to fertilize the land,
eliminating the need for
fallow and resulting
in larger crops.

AGRICULTURAL

Crop yields were main-
tained by placing
much land in fal-

low to keep it
produc- /

tive. /

Each farmer worked small strips
(selions) of land scattered
throughout the parish.

Enclosure of
the land into larger parcels
made it possible for farmers to
make large-scale improvements. For exam-
ple, land could be more efficiently
drained and fertilized.

PRE-
AGRICULTURAL
REVOLUTION

&
Lives'®

Farmwork relied on peo-
ple labouring with
simple tools. it
i 0\ was slow and
O NS unpleas-
AN, S ant.

These sheep were not
systematically bred to be
efficient producers.

Threshing Machine

After the 1830'’s, such work as seed-

ing, reaping, and threshing was

increasingly done by complex

machines drawn by draft
animals or run by
steam engines.

New methods of stock breeding were developed as
the more progressive farmers competed to
improve the efficiency of their livestock.

REVOLUTION




